
 

End of Year 3 Expectations - English 

We hope that the following information will help you to understand what your child should be able to 

do by the end of Year 3.  

Handwriting  

 

 

 

 

 

Reading 

We encourage all children to read to an adult at least 5 times a week in Year 3. Children will 

continue to use their improving phonic knowledge to segment, blend and read new words in 

their reading books until automatic decoding is embedded and reading becomes fluent. 

Throughout Year 3, children will read a variety of texts, demonstrating an awareness of 

audience by reading with expression and changes of pace. They will develop their skills of 

prediction and draw simple inferences from a text e.g. inferring a character’s feelings. They 

By the end of Year 3, children should be able to use joined 

handwriting as a matter of course. Handwriting should be 

legible and flow across the page and children should now be 

fitting in more words per line of each page.    

 

 

This is how we form our letters. Each letter has a lead in line 

that starts on the line. The red dot on each letter shows you 

where to begin.  The information below shows how to form 

each number correctly. 

Please ensure your child brings 

their reading book and green 

reading diary to school every day.  

Please initial the reading diary or 

write a comment when you have 

read with your child at home.  



will also retrieve information from simple non-fiction texts using devices such as contents page, indexes and glossaries.  

By the end of Year 3, we hope that children will be able to read a brown level book independently.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spelling 

In Years 3 and 4, children will be learning to spell and use the spellings below. By the end of Year 4, children should also be 

able to spell a range of words containing a wide range of spelling patterns.  The spelling patterns and examples of words 

are listed below.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘y’ – myth, Egypt, gym, pyramid, mystery 

‘u’ – young, touch, double, trouble, country 

‘k’ – scheme, chorus, chemist, echo, character 

‘sh’ – chef, chalet, machine, brochure 

‘g’ – league, tongue 

‘q’ – antique, unique 

‘ei, eigh, ey’ – vein, weigh, eight, neighbour, they, 
obey 

-sure, -ture, -sion – measure, treasure, creature, 
furniture, division, invasion 

-tion, -sion, -ssion, -cian – invention, television, 
possession, magician,  

Sc – science, scene, crescent, fascinate 

prefix –dis, mis, in, re, il, im, ir, sub, inter, super, 
anti, auto – disappoint, disagree, misbehave, 
inactive, incorrect, redo, refresh, illegal, 
impossible, irregular, subheading, interact, 
supermarket, anticlockwise, autograph 

suffix –ly, ous, ation – happily, gently, 
tremendous, information, preparation 

possessive apostrophe with plural words – girls’, 
boys’ babies’ 

homophones and near homophones – break / 
brake, piece / peace, weather / whether 



Writing 

By the end of Year 3, children should be able to create fiction and non-fiction pieces of writing. Writing will be organised 

into paragraphs and vocabulary will be chosen carefully to add detail to writing. A consistent tense will be used 

throughout a piece of writing, which may include a range of punctuation including full stops, capital letters, question 

marks, exclamation marks and speech marks. To make their writing more effective, children will include subordinate 

clauses and use conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions in their work. Children will continue to re-read their writing to 

check for errors and make improvements.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Writing – End of Year 3 A subordinate clause adds extra information to a 

sentence. It can go at the beginning or end of a 

sentence and is separated by a comma.  

While the rain poured down, the 

puddles grew bigger.  

The Unknown World 

When you’re pacing along the street, 

there is usually a lot to see and hear. 

Have you noticed that in the distance 

you can hear various sounds like 

chiming bells, dogs barking and 

sometimes even planes zooming? You 

can also hear different sounds nearby 

like piegons cooing, people chatting and 

shouting and motorbikes roaring. But 

do you ever wonder what is submerged 

beneath our feet? Shall we discover this 

unknown world? If so, get your special 

suitcase ready to embark on an exciting 

journey.  


