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Dear Parents and Friends of the School,

We have been delighted to welcome all the new families who have started across the Federation and
have been very pleased to see how quickly the children have settled and started to make friends and
progress.

It has been a fun-packed half term with many wonderfully creative costumes on display during our
Dahlicious Dress-Up Day, in celebration of Roald Dahl’s 100" Birthday. The first Saturday Theatre
Group was a tremendous success with both performances of ‘The Story of Aesop’s Fables’ selling out.
Look out for details about our Christmas Saturday Theatre Group next half term, with two
performances of ‘Cinderella’ on Saturday 10" December 2016!

Thank you so much to all the parents who attended the parent afternoons. | hope you found the
event informative and a good opportunity to meet the teachers your children will be with this year.

| took the opportunity to join the KS2 afternoons and to speak very briefly to parents about the
raised expectations in each year group in reading, writing and maths. The tests at the end of Year 2
and Year 6 are much harder than in previous years and, although the children were very successful
last year at Queen Edith, we need to help children make good progress every year in order to ensure
they meet the new expectations. Parents often ask how they can help their children and by
supporting their work at home you can really help to accelerate their progress. Establishing the
expectation that children read every night is really helpful and taking the opportunity to enjoy the
books together, and discussing the plot, characters and vocabulary is very important. Reading is the
foundation for all learning, and the greatest gift we can give children is a love of reading which will
support all their learning at secondary school. When the children have writing homework please get
them to read back their work and help them to see if they have left words out or forgotten important
punctuation. In maths please ask children to explain their work to you and describe how they got
their answers. Being able to describe their thinking is an important part of understanding the maths
that is being taught. Thank you so much for your continued support.

We are most grateful to the PSFA for all the money they raised last year and have enjoyed spending
money on books and art resources to enhance the curriculum this term. Later in November we look
forward to the arrival of a climbing wall in the KS2 playground which we hope will be greatly enjoyed
by the children. Thank you to everyone who helped at events and enabled us to buy the new play
equipment.

As more and more of our lives are conducted online it is vital that we put protections in place for our
children. We will be running an online safety evening for parents on Thursday 19" January 2017 and
children in our Middle Years and Later Years will be attending sessions during the school day. Please
put this date in your diary; it promises to be a most informative evening.
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Best wishes to you all for a very happy half term holiday. We look forward to seeing the children
back in school on Tuesday 1* November 2016.

Yours sincerely
.CM,,L;_.—.

Caroline Peet

Executive Headteacher

Term Dates
Autumn Term 2016

Half Term
Training Day
Autumn Term Closes

Spring Term 2017

Training Day
Spring Term Opens
Half Term

Spring Term Closes

iz

Monday 24th October — Friday 28th October 2016
Monday 31st October 2016
Tuesday 20th December 2016

Wednesday 4th January 2017

Thursday 5th January 2017

Monday 13th February — Friday 17th February 2017
Friday 31st March 2017
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SCHOOL MEALS

School meals prices for 5t Sept. 2016 to 20" Dec. 2016. The cost of meals is: £ 2.10 per day
£10.50 per week

Cost for 2™ half of Autumn Term (36 Days) £75.60
TOTAL £75.60

Cheques should be made payable to:
“QUEENS’ FEDERATION”
All meals should be paid for in advance.

Our new online payment system for dinner money “Agora”is now up and running. If you would like to
check your child’s balance please ask the office for a new registration letter.

We believe there are pupils who are eligible for FREE SCHOOL MEALS who are not yet claiming them. From
September 2014 all children who are in reception, year 1 or year 2 in a state-funded school will be offered a free
healthy school lunch. Children in other school years will also be offered a free school lunch if their parent is
receiving any of the welfare benefits listed below.

e Income Support
e Income-based Jobseekers Allowance
e Income-related Employment and Support Allowance
e  Support from NASS (National Asylum Support Service) under part 6 of the Immigration and
Asylum Act 1999
e the guarantee element of State Pension Credit
e  Child Tax Credit (with no Working Tax Credit) with an annual income of no more than £16,190
e Working Tax Credit run-on
e Universal Credit.

Registering for free meals could raise an extra £1,300 for the school, to fund valuable support like extra
tuition, additional teaching staff or after school activities.

This additional money is available from central government for every child whose parent is receiving one of the
welfare benefits listed above. It is therefore important to sign up for free school meals, even if your child is in
reception, year 1 or year 2, so that your child’s school receives as much funding as possible.
If you are at all unsure whether you qualify please come to the office and talk to Miss Perry.
PACKED LUNCHES
Please can we remind parents that children are not allowed sweets
or bars of chocolate in their lunchboxes. Please do not send any nuts or nut products as we have children in
school with severe nut allergies.
Children should also only have water in their water bottles. (Juice
cartons can be brought in for lunch).
Many thanks.
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WEEK ONE: 5/9, 19/9, 3/10, 17/10, 7/11, 21/11, 5/12, 19/12/2016

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY
PASTA DAY INTERNATIONAL DAY JACKET SPUD DAY ROAST DINNER DAY CREATE YOUR OWN
P1ZZA DAY
Assorted Sauces: Fish Fingers Toppings: Roast Chicken Cheese & Tomato Pizza
MAIN Beef Bolognaise, Chips Chilli, Curry with Roasted Potatoes Topping Choices: Tuna,
CHOICE Chicken Curry Baked Beans or Tuna Prawns, Chicken, Spicy
or Tuna Chicken
Chips
VEGETARIAN Assorted Sauces: Macaroni Cheese Grated Cheese, Baked Beans, Three Cheese & Onion Cheese & Tomato Pizza
CHOICE Baked Beans, Grated Baked Beans Coleslaw or vegetable Curry Tart Topping Choices: Peppers,
Cheese, With Roast Potatoes Pineapple, Sweetcorn,
Veggie Bolognaise Vegetables
or Coleslaw Chips
VEGETABLES & Seasonal Vegetables Seasonal Vegetables Seasonal Salads Seasonal Vegetables Seasonal Vegetables
ADDITION Salad Bar Salad Bar Seasonal Vegetables Salad Bar Salad Bar
Apple Crumble & Custard Lemon Cake Rice Crispy Cakes Jam Sponge Pudding Chocolate Chip Cookies
SWEETS Fresh Fruit & Yoghurts Fresh Fruit & Yoghurts Fresh Fruit & Yoghurts Fresh Fruit & Yoghurts Fresh Fruit & Yoghurts
WEEK TWO: 12/9, 26/9, 10/10, 31/10, 14/11, 28/11, 12/12/2016
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY
PASTA DAY INTERNATIONAL DAY JACKET SPUD DAY ROAST DINNER DAY CREATE YOUR OWN PI1ZZA
DAY
Assorted Sauces: Beef Lasagne Toppings: Turkey with Stuffing Roast Cheese & Tomato Pizza
MAIN Bolognaise, Chicken Curry & Garlic Bread Chilli, Curry or Tuna Roasted Potatoes Topping Choices: Tuna, Prawns,
CHOICE Tuna Chicken, Spicy Chicken
Chips
VEGETARIAN Assorted Sauces: Baked Vegetable Lasagne Grated Cheese, Baked Beans, Homemade Creamy Cheese & Tomato Pizza
CHOICE Beans, Grated Cheese, Veggie Garlic Bread Coleslaw Cauliflower Cheese Topping Choices: Peppers,
Bolognaise & Coleslaw or vegetable Curry Pineapple, Sweetcorn, Vegetables
Chips
VEGETABLES & Seasonal Vegetables Seasonal Vegetables Seasonal Salads Seasonal Vegetables Seasonal Vegetables
ADDITION Salad Bar Salad Bar Seasonal Vegetables Salad Bar Salad Bar
Homemade Chocolate Chocolate Sponge & Chocolate Fruit Salad & Ice Cream Treacle Sponge Pudding & Cherry Cookies
SWEETS Muffins Sauce Fresh Fruit & Yoghurts Custard Fresh Fruit & Yoghurts

Fresh Fruit & Yoghurts

Fresh Fruit & Yoghurts

Fresh Fruit & Yoghurts




Nursery

Nursery children have settled in well and have been enjoying a range of
activities.

We have been enjoying “Dear Zoo” by Rod Campbell and have been playing
animal games in groups, designing animals on the whiteboard, printing, painting,
drawing and making models.

Children have been making the most of the good weather and have been
choosing to play in our Nursery garden, playing in the mud kitchen, making new
friends and moving new soil into our digging area. We have enjoyed water play,
cutting activities and exploring shapes to make patterns.

Year 1

Year one enjoyed their visit to the Raptor Foundation. We had a great day
looking at birds of prey, reptiles, and meerkats. We learned all sorts of
interesting information about owils to tie in with our literacy topic of ‘Plop- The
owl who was afraid of the dark’. We watched the owls flying and had a chance to
dissect their pellets to find out what they had eaten.
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Year 2

We used balancing to show that the equals sign means the same as.

Year 3

Last week, Year 3 travelled back in time to Athens in the year 490 BC. In the
morning we enjoyed a variety of activities, including making mosaics, crushing
olives to make oil for candles, creating wax tablets, decorating tiles and
putting together medicine bags filled with several herbs and spices to heal
different illnesses. In the afternoon we tasted traditional Greek delicacies such
as feta cheese, pitta bread, olives and honey cakes. We then watched each
other perform a dance, sing a wonderful song and tell the mythical story of
Pandora's Box. Here are some of the children's highlights:

Mia (3.1) - I liked carving the soap because it was quite challenging. | carved an ‘A’ for Athena, the goddess
of wisdom and war.

Daniel N (3 .1) - The best activity was ~ making the oil lamps because we got to crush the olives and squeeze
the juice into the clay oil lamp.

Jasmine (3.2) - | enjoyed making the clay pots. At first the clay was really cold but then it got softer and |
was able to use my thumbs to shape my pot.

Theo (3.2) - 1liked making the mosai cs because it was so interesting! It was very complicated to put in all of
the tiny tiles but | persevered and got there in the end.
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Year 4

In Maths, we tackled a problem from the nrich maths website
(nrich.maths.org). We had cards with numbers 1 to 15 printed on them. We
then had to lay 7 of them in a row, with rules about their sums, like “The
numbers on the first two cards add to 15”. As you can see from our faces, it
certainly stretched our maths brains, but we got there in the end, trying
different ideas and finding all the solutions.

Year 5

Year 5 recently spent time learning all about the challenges of cartography
when they were tasked with creating a map of Egypt. Some people even
managed to compare the scale of Egypt to the scale of Britain! They
discovered how to navigate an atlas!

“Before today | didn’t know how to use a key which had a d
“Before today | didn’t know how to identify the flat parts of a coul
“ di scovered that Sinai was the highest mo

“ My amazi n ghatfalang the rives Nile and it s delta there are 10 cities!” ~Ravi
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Year 6

In art lessons this half term, Year 6 have been studying the work of Paul
Nash. We used watercolours to create our own artwork in 3 different scenes —
before, during and after the Blitz.

Further information and pictures on these news items can be seen on the school website
www.queenedithschool.org.uk

Reading Books

Each year the PSFA give us £1000 towards reading books. This year we are putting it towards
buying new reading books from our recommended reading lists. Miss Thurston
compiled the reading lists which suggest reading books for each year group. You
can view these on our website (http://queenedithschool.org.uk/reading-lists).

The KS1 suggested books will be there shortly. Look out for the new reading
books, which will be in school soon!

School Council

Names of councillors:

Year 1: (NEW THIS YEAR!) 4.2: Ishwka & Matt

1.2: Errol & Ariane 5.1: Kyle & Re’ah

2.1: Simon & Cleo 5.2: Seth & Jenny

2.2: Antonio & Iris * e )_) 6.1: Ziyan & Tessa

3.1: Chloe & Daniel 7 6.2: Abhinav & Amethyst
3.2: lbu & Jasmine 6.3: Giada & lzzy

4.1: Isabella & Hao

This half term we have been thinking about which school trips and events we enjoy most, in
order to help us evaluate what we would like to see more of in the future. Next half term we
will be planning a fundraising event.
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Save the date!

The Queen Edith's Community Forum is organising this year's Christmas Festival on
Woulfstan Way for Saturday 10th December. There'll be music and loads of activities for
all the family in Queen Edith's Chapel between 2pm and 4pm, and then we'll head over
the road to light up the Christmas tree, sing some carols and meet Father

Christmas! Please keep the afternoon free, and check our Facebook

page www.facebook.com/QECForum or our website www.queen-ediths.info for more
details nearer the time. We look forward to seeing you there!

St Jamesd Church, Wulfstan Way
CHRISTMAS FAIR,

Saturday 12 November, 12.00 noon - 2.00 pm

Grand prize draw, light lunches, cakes &
refreshments, gifts, crafts, books, toys,
games, homemade cakes & preserves,

plants, china & glass.

Come and meet Father Christmas!

Adults 50p Children free

ADVENT ACTIVITY MORNING
(formerly Stirup Saturday)

3 December, 10 am z 12 noon
for children up to 11 years old S~

Lots of exciting things to make

and do for Advent and Christmas.
Short service of worship.

Booking forms available from the beginning of November. Download from the
website: stjamescambridge.org.uk

or collect from St James'’ Church entrance
For children at Queen Edith and Queen Emma Schools

a form can be collected from Reception
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Netherhall Tennis Club

October Half term — Tennis Camps

Thursday 27" and Friday 28" October Tennis camps
9-3pm

f 25 perday orf 40 for 2 days.

More information 01223 712142 or email
info@neteherhallsports.com

Celebration season is nearly upon us!!

There is still time to get you turning up to
your end of year celebrations looking
and feeling better than ever..

What's stopping you? Come and join us at Queen Edith
Primary School:
Meonday, Wednesday and Friday
6:30am or 6:30pm and lets get started!

__ﬁ*i
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